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in fact a margin of a minute or two, they would have
gone.
But it is of no use thinking of possibilities. A
man must and does act as his nerves prompt him to
act at any given moment. There can be no looking
back. There are no such things as mistakes, after
the one mistake of appointing so-and-so to such-
and-such a position.
Any given appointment may be a "mistake/' but
the appointee's conduct can never be a mistake. He
will do -what he must do, being what he is. There
is, in the hurry of an emergency, no choice.
General Dyer's conduct at Jalianwalabah was
not a mistake. He acted as he understood that he
must act, whether knowing or not knowing that
there was a blind alley before him, whether meaning
the shots of his soldiers to go over the heads or
into the heads of the crowd in front.
It may, or may not have been a mistake to have
summoned General Dyer to those particular riots;
but that was the only possible mistake, for General
Dyer was what General Dyer is9 whether good or
bad, wise or foolish.
The same Dyer, that is, the Dyer of before
Jalianwalabah, would act to-day or to-morrow at a
new Jalianwalabah as he acted years ago. Of course
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